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RECONFIGURABLE MONOPOLE ANTENNA
FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS

BACKGROUND

In mobile devices, the number of supported frequency
bands continues to increase with increasing demands for new
features and higher data throughput. Some examples of new
features include multiple voice/data communication links—
GSM, CDMA, WCDMA, LTE, EVDO—each in multiple
frequency bands, short range communication links (Blue-
tooth, UWB), broadcast media reception (MediaFLO, DVB-
H), high speed internet access (UMB, HSPA, 802.11,
EVDO), and position location technologies (GPS, Galileo).
Supporting multiple frequency bands results in increased
complexity and design challenges. Often, tradeoffs are made
to support multiple frequency bands, at the cost of perfor-
mance.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter.

A multiband monopole antenna is disclosed that can be
dynamically and programmatically reconfigured to accom-
modate different frequency bands. In one embodiment, a
radiator element is coupled to a feed point through a feed-
point switch. The switch can direct current between the feed
point and the radiator element using at least two different
current paths. The current paths can be of different lengths so
as to be optimized for the different frequency bands. Each
current path can share a majority of a radiator element so as to
save space. By switching the feed-point switch to select one
of'the current paths, the antenna can be configured. Selection
can be controlled from a modem or even user input.

In another embodiment, a parasitic radiator can be coupled
to ground through a ground switch. Using the feed-point
switch and the ground switch multiple modes of operation
can be implemented using a single antenna structure.

Overall performance can, therefore, be improved with
minimal additional components.

The foregoing and other objects, features, and advantages
of the invention will become more apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description, which proceeds with reference to the
accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an embodiment of a mobile device incorporating
a reconfigurable monopole antenna.

FIG. 2 is an example mobile device including details of an
embodiment of the reconfigurable monopole antenna.

FIG. 3 is another embodiment of the reconfigurable mono-
pole antenna.

FIG. 4 is still another embodiment of the reconfigurable
monopole antenna.

FIG. 5 are graphs showing an antenna efficiency versus
frequency and a reflection coefficient of the antenna.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an embodiment that can be used
reconfiguring the monopole antenna.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A reconfigurable monopole antenna is described which
includes a radiator element coupled to a feed point through at

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

least two different current paths. The current paths are of
different lengths to accommodate different frequency bands.
To change the current paths, a feed-point switch is positioned
at the antenna feed point for selectively supplying current
along either a first current path or a second current path. The
current paths share a majority of the radiator element so that
separate radiator elements need not be used.

By supplying an antenna that is designed to tune or switch
between different bands, there is no need to supply separate
antennas. As a result, the antenna size is reduced given that the
same resonator structure acts as radiator element for different
frequencies. The space that is saved can be used for other
purposes, such as a battery, circuitry or device size reduction.
Additionally, antenna performance improves (e.g., higher
QoS, lower dropped calls, higher battery life) due to the
absence of tradeoffs made in prior multiple band configura-
tions. Additionally, the antenna can be positioned in more
aggressive volumes, such as on top of a PCB ground plane,
which can have benefits from hand/head detuning effect and
the regulated absorption of energy to the human tissue (spe-
cific absorption ratio, SAR). Placing the switches close to the
feed point (where no high electric fields are present) can
minimize the generation of fundamental harmonics, which
could assist in passing regulatory testing.

In specific embodiments, an antenna is disclosed that uses
several switchable elements within a radiating structure itself.
One single-pole-double-throw (SPDT) switch can be utilized
to cover two different groups of frequency bands located in a
lower frequency spectrum of LTE (e.g., 800 MHz). For
example, a short path can allow operation at high frequency
bands while a longer path can allow operation at the lower
frequencies. An additional single-pole-single-throw (SPST)
can be used to provide antenna operation in the group of
bands allocated at the high frequency spectrum (e.g., 2 GHz).
Thus, the antenna allows each band or groups of bands to be
adjusted independently through the use of switches located at
the antenna feed point or near the feed point (e.g., within
A10). The switches can prevent or allow currents on demand
depending on the desired frequency of operation.

FIG. 1is a system diagram depicting an exemplary mobile
device 100 including a variety of optional hardware and soft-
ware components, shown generally at 102. Any components
102 in the mobile device can communicate with any other
component, although not all connections are shown, for ease
of illustration. The mobile device can be any of a variety of
computing devices (e.g., cell phone, smartphone, handheld
computer, Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), etc.) and can
allow wireless two-way communications with one or more
mobile communications networks 104, such as a cellular or
satellite network.

The illustrated mobile device 100 can include a controller
or processor 110 (e.g., signal processor, microprocessor,
ASIC, or other control and processing logic circuitry) for
performing such tasks as signal coding, data processing,
input/output processing, power control, and/or other func-
tions. An operating system 112 can control the allocation and
usage of the components 102 and support for one or more
application programs 114. The application programs can
include common mobile computing applications (e.g., email
applications, calendars, contact managers, web browsers,
messaging applications), or any other computing application.

The illustrated mobile device 100 can include memory
120. Memory 120 can include non-removable memory 122
and/or removable memory 124. The non-removable memory
122 can include RAM, ROM, flash memory, a hard disk, or
other well-known memory storage technologies. The remov-
able memory 124 can include flash memory or a Subscriber
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Identity Module (SIM) card, which is well known in GSM
communication systems, or other well-known memory stor-
age technologies, such as “smart cards.” The memory 120 can
be used for storing data and/or code for running the operating
system 112 and the applications 114. Example data can
include web pages, text, images, sound files, video data, or
other data sets to be sent to and/or received from one or more
network servers or other devices via one or more wired or
wireless networks. The memory 120 can be used to store a
subscriber identifier, such as an International Mobile Sub-
scriber Identity (IMSI), and an equipment identifier, such as
an International Mobile Equipment Identifier (IMEI). Such
identifiers can be transmitted to a network server to identify
users and equipment.

The mobile device 100 can support one or more input
devices 130, such as a touchscreen 132, microphone 134,
camera 136, physical keyboard 138 and/or trackball 140 and
one or more output devices 150, such as a speaker 152 and a
display 154. Other possible output devices (not shown) can
include piezoelectric or other haptic output devices. Some
devices can serve more than one input/output function. For
example, touchscreen 132 and display 154 can be combined
in a single input/output device. The input devices 130 can
include a Natural User Interface (NUI). An NUI is any inter-
face technology that enables a user to interact with a device in
a “natural” manner, free from artificial constraints imposed
by input devices such as mice, keyboards, remote controls,
and the like. Examples of NUI methods include those relying
on speech recognition, touch and stylus recognition, gesture
recognition both on screen and adjacent to the screen, air
gestures, head and eye tracking, voice and speech, vision,
touch, gestures, and machine intelligence. Other examples of
a NUI include motion gesture detection using accelerom-
eters/gyroscopes, facial recognition, 3D displays, head, eye,
and gaze tracking, immersive augmented reality and virtual
reality systems, all of which provide a more natural interface,
as well as technologies for sensing brain activity using elec-
tric field sensing electrodes (EEG and related methods).
Thus, in one specific example, the operating system 112 or
applications 114 can comprise speech-recognition software
as part of a voice user interface that allows a user to operate
the device 100 via voice commands. Further, the device 100
can comprise input devices and software that allows for user
interaction via a user’s spatial gestures, such as detecting and
interpreting gestures to provide input to a gaming application.

A wireless modem 160 can be coupled to a reconfigurable
monopole antenna 170 and can support two-way communi-
cations between the processor 110 and external devices, as is
well understood in the art. The modem 160 is shown generi-
cally and can include a cellular modem for communicating
with the mobile communication network 104 and/or other
radio-based modems (e.g., Bluetooth 164 or Wi-Fi 162). The
wireless modem 160 is typically configured for communica-
tion with one or more cellular networks, such as a GSM
network for data and voice communications within a single
cellular network, between cellular networks, or between the
mobile device and a public switched telephone network
(PSTN). The one or more modems can communicate (trans-
mit and receive) with the antenna 170 through one or more
switches 172 that are used to configure the antenna for mul-
tiple frequency bands of operation, as further described
below. The switches 172 can be controlled automatically by
the modems based on an optimal frequency band to be used,
or user input can be received through one of the input devices
130 to select the desired frequency band. In any event, the
antenna 170 is selectably and programmatically configurable.
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The mobile device can further include at least one input/
output port 180, a power supply 182, a satellite navigation
system receiver 184, such as a Global Positioning System
(GPS) receiver, an accelerometer 186, and/or a physical con-
nector 190, which can be a USB port, IEEE 1394 (FireWire)
port, and/or RS-232 port. The illustrated components 102 are
not required or all-inclusive, as any components can be
deleted and other components can be added.

FIG. 2 shows a first embodiment showing an antenna con-
figuration 200. The antenna configuration 200 includes an
antenna 210 mounted on an insulating layer (e.g., plastic)
212. The antenna 210 can be a multiband quarter wave mono-
pole antenna and can be formed from a thin layer of conduct-
ing material, such as printed or stamped metallic material. A
modem 214 can communicate with the antenna 210 through a
signal conductor 216, such as a trace on a printed circuit board
or a cable. The signal conductor 216 is electrically isolated
from a ground plane 220 in a well-known manner and can run
below, on top of, or around (i.e., not coextensive with) the
ground plane. The antenna 210 can include a radiator element
260 having a first end 240 and a distal end 242. Adjacent the
first end 240 is a feed-point switch 250, used to control a
direction of current through the antenna 210. The switch 250
includes an input control line (not shown) that can be pro-
vided by the modem or other desired source. Thus, the
modem can determine a desired frequency based on the state
of the mobile device and dynamically control the antenna to
change frequency bands. The switch 250 is located at or near
(e.g., within A/10) the feed point of the antenna 210. The feed
point is well-known in the art as being a point where the
antenna starts and is fed an input signal from the conductor
216 (any type of transmission line originating on the RF front
end). One example feed point is where a trace ends on a PCB
and connection to the antenna is made using a via point,
C-clips or pogo pins. Another example is where a cable con-
ductor is soldered to the antenna. As shown, the current can
take a long path 252 or a short path 254 through the antenna
according to the feed-point switch 250. In either event, the
current passes through an elongated, shared portion of the
radiator 260. To establish the different current paths, the
antenna 210 includes a U-shaped bend, shown generally at
262 and indicated by the curvature of line 252, and a bypass
conductor 264. The bypass conductor 264 creates the current
path 254 that bypasses the U-shaped bend making the overall
current path shorter. The antenna 210 can further include a
parasitic radiator 270 coupled to the ground plane 220
through conductor 272 and further coupled to the first end 240
of'the antenna 210. The parasitic radiator 270 can provide for
impedance matching at both low frequency states.

The feed-point switch 250 is shown as a single pole, double
throw (SPDT) switch that is responsive to the control signal to
switch the antenna between at least two modes of operation.
In a first mode of operation, the longer current path 252 can be
used to supply the shared portion of the radiator element 260.
In this mode, the antenna 210 can allow operation at low
frequencies. In a second mode of operation, the shorter cur-
rent path 254 can be used to supply the radiator element 260.
In this mode, the antenna can allow operation at higher fre-
quencies. Thus, using one SPDT switch, two different groups
of frequency bands can be used that are located in the lower
frequency spectrum of LTE.

It should be recognized that the antenna configuration 200
can be extended to additional current paths by simply adding
another current path having a desired length associated with a
frequency band and modifying the switch to be able to handle
switching between the different current paths. Thus, three,
four, five, etc. current paths can be used.
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FIG. 3 shows an alternative embodiment of an antenna
configuration 300 including a multiband monopole antenna.
In this embodiment, two switches 310, 312 are used. Control
signals (not shown) can be supplied to the switches 310, 312
by a modem or other source. Switch 310 is a ground-plane
switch and can be inserted between a parasitic radiator 320
and a ground plane 322. Switch 312 is a feed-point switch
coupled between a radiator element 330 and a signal conduc-
tor 332 and positioned at or near the feed point. The switch
310 can be a single pole, single throw switch that connects
conductor 334 of the parasitic radiator 320 to ground when
actuated. Switch 312 can be a single pole, double throw
switch similar to FIG. 2. In this embodiment, the conductor
332 is shown as not overlapping with the ground plane, but it
can be implemented like FIG. 2. The switch 312 can control
different current paths 340, 342 that have different lengths as
dictated by the length of antenna arms 350, 352. Arm 352 is
shown with dots to indicate that any desired meandering can
be built in to ensure that arm 352 is longer than arm 350.
Additionally, the antenna radiator element 330 has a majority
of'its length being shared by both current paths 340, 342.

In the FIG. 3 embodiment, with switch 310 turned on, the
parasitic radiator 320 (the third arm of the antenna), can be
connected to PCB ground plane 322 for impedance matching
at both low frequency states. When the switch 310 is turned
off, the parasitic radiator 320 can have an additional use to
generate high frequency resonance. By simultaneously con-
necting the radiator element 330 while the parasitic radiator is
producing a high-frequency response, the higher order reso-
nance of the radiator section 330 couples to the one provided
by the fundamental resonance of the parasitic radiator 320,
widening the bandwidth at high frequencies to accomplish a
greater overall frequency coverage.

Thus, using only two switches, at least three different
antenna modes of operation can be selected. In a first mode of
operation, path 340 is activated (using switch 312) with
switch 310 turned on (grounding the parasitic radiator). In a
second mode of operation, path 342 is activated with switch
310 turned on (grounding the parasitic radiator). In these first
two modes, the parasitic radiator serves the purpose of imped-
ance matching. In a third mode of operation, current path 372
is activated by turning switch 310 off and selecting current
path 340 using switch 312. A possible fourth mode of opera-
tion can have current path 342 (the shorter path) selected with
switch 310 off.

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment similar to the FIG. 3 two-
switch design, but with an antenna structure similar to FIG. 2.
The antenna 408 includes an elongated radiator element 410,
a U-shaped bend 412 and a bypass conductor 414. Similar to
the embodiment of FIG. 2, current paths 420, 422 are selec-
tively controlled through use of a control signal (not shown)
to switch a feed-point switch 430 between two different
potential states. Ground-plane switch 432 can also be used to
selectively couple or decouple ground to a parasitic radiator
440. With the switch 432 turned off, current can flow as
indicated at 450 to work in conjunction with one of the other
selected current flows 420, 422 for operation in a desired
frequency band. Other non-labeled elements in FIG. 4 are
similar to those of FIG. 2. In testing a configuration similar to
that shown in FIG. 4 and using the three modes described
above, in the first mode of operation, the multiband monopole
antenna operated between approximately 700 MHz to 800
MHz, in the second mode of operation, the multiband mono-
pole antenna operated between about 900 MHz and 1000
MHz, and in the third mode of operation, the multiband
monopole antenna operated at greater than 1750 MHz.

FIG. 5 shows an antenna efficiency (in dB) versus fre-
quency (top graph) and a reflection coefficient of the antenna
(in dB) (bottom graph), which is a measure of the power
reflected by the antenna. The first mode of operation is shown
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by line 510, the second mode by line 512, and the third mode
by line 514. A dashed line 516 represents a desired level with
high efficiency values >-3 dB and low reflection coefficients
<6 dB. As can readily be seen, the embodiments were suc-
cessfully able to cover multiple frequency bands using a
single antenna without having complex tradeoffs between
different bands. Therefore, the antenna performance is opti-
mized independently for each band. This technique can be
extended to many other topologies. The number of switches
or throws of each switch can be changed depending on the
desired operation and frequency bands. A baseband inte-
grated circuit can be responsible for choosing the switching
states depending on the device operation through general
purpose I/O lines.

FIG. 6 is an embodiment of a method for operating a
multiband monopole antenna. In process block 610, a feed-
point switch is provided at a feed point of a radiator element.
By being provided at the feed point it is meant that the switch
is within A/10 of the feed point. In process block 612, the
feed-point switch can be switched to change from a first mode
of operation to a second mode of operation. In process block
614, the first mode of operation can have a first current path
and the second mode of operation can have a second current
path, different than the first current path. Both current paths
can use substantially the same elongated portion of a radiator.

Any of the disclosed methods can have aspects that are
implemented as computer-executable instructions stored on
one or more computer-readable storage media (e.g., one or
more optical media discs, volatile memory components (such
as DRAM or SRAM), or nonvolatile memory components
(such as flash memory or hard drives)) and executed on a
computer (e.g., any commercially available computer,
including smart phones or other mobile devices that include
computing hardware). As should be readily understood, the
term computer-readable storage media does not include com-
munication connections, such as modulated data signals. Any
of'the computer-executable instructions for implementing the
disclosed techniques as well as any data created and used
during implementation of the disclosed embodiments can be
stored on one or more computer-readable media. The com-
puter-executable instructions can be part of, for example, a
dedicated software application or a software application that
is accessed or downloaded via a web browser or other soft-
ware application (such as a remote computing application).
Such software can be executed, for example, on a single local
computer (e.g., any suitable commercially available com-
puter) or in a network environment (e.g., via the Internet, a
wide-area network, a local-area network, a client-server net-
work (such as a cloud computing network), or other such
network) using one or more network computers.

It should also be well understood that any functionality
described herein can be performed, at least in part, by one or
more hardware logic components, instead of software. For
example, and without limitation, illustrative types of hard-
ware logic components that can be used include Field-pro-
grammable Gate Arrays (FPGAs), Program-specific Inte-
grated Circuits (ASICs), Program-specific Standard Products
(ASSPs), System-on-a-chip systems (SOCs), Complex Pro-
grammable Logic Devices (CPLDs), etc.

Furthermore, any of the software-based embodiments
(comprising, for example, computer-executable instructions
for causing a computer to perform any of the disclosed meth-
ods) can be uploaded, downloaded, or remotely accessed
through a suitable communication means. Such suitable com-
munication means include, for example, the Internet, the
World Wide Web, an intranet, software applications, cable
(including fiber optic cable), magnetic communications, elec-
tromagnetic communications (including RF, microwave, and
infrared communications), electronic communications, or
other such communication means.
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The disclosed methods, apparatus, and systems should not
be construed as limiting in any way. Instead, the present
disclosure is directed toward all novel and nonobvious fea-
tures and aspects of the various disclosed embodiments, alone
and in various combinations and subcombinations with one
another. The disclosed methods, apparatus, and systems are
not limited to any specific aspect or feature or combination
thereof, nor do the disclosed embodiments require that any
one or more specific advantages be present or problems be
solved.

In view of the many possible embodiments to which the
principles of the disclosed invention may be applied, it should
be recognized that the illustrated embodiments are only pre-
ferred examples of the invention and should not be taken as
limiting the scope of the invention. Rather, the scope of the
invention is defined by the following claims. We therefore
claim as our invention all that comes within the scope of these
claims.

We claim:

1. A multiband monopole antenna, comprising:

a radiator element coupled to a feed point through at least
two different current paths, the first current path being
longer than the second current path to accommodate
different frequency bands;

a ground plane;

a parasitic radiator coupled to the radiator element;

aground-plane switch coupled between a ground plane and
the parasitic radiator for selectably disconnecting the
ground plane from the parasitic radiator; and

a feed-point switch positioned at the feed point coupled
between the radiator element and the feed point for
selectively supplying current along the first current path
or the second current path;

wherein a majority of the radiator element is shared by the
first and second current paths.

2. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 1, wherein
the multiband monopole antenna is a quarter wave monopole
antenna.

3. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 1, further
including at least a first control signal received by the feed-
point switch and a second control signal coupled to the
ground-plane switch for switching the multiband antenna
between three different modes of operation.

4. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 3, wherein in
a first mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna
operates between approximately 700 MHz to 800 MHz, in a
second mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna
operates between 900 MHz and 1000 MHz, and in a third
mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna operates
at greater than 1750 MHz and all of these modes of operation
use the same radiator element.

5. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 1, wherein
radiator element is formed from a thin layer of conducting
material mounted on a non-conducting layer of plastic.

6. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 1, wherein
positioned at the feed point means that the feed-point switch
is within a distance of A/10 of the feed point.

7. A method of operating a multiband monopole antenna,
comprising:

providing a feed point switch positioned at a feed point of
a radiator element of the multiband monopole antenna;

switching the feed point switch to change the multiband
monopole antenna from a first mode of operation
wherein a first current path of the radiator element is
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used to a second mode of operation wherein a second
current path of the radiator element is used, wherein both
the first and second current paths share a majority of the
radiator element;

providing a parasitic radiator coupled to the radiator ele-
ment near the feed-point switch;

providing a ground-plane switch coupled between the
parasitic radiator and a ground plane, wherein in the first
mode of operation the ground plane switch couples the
parasitic radiator to the ground plane; and

switching to a third mode of operation wherein the ground
plane switch decouples the ground plane from the para-
sitic radiator.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the multiband monopole

antenna is a quarter wave monopole antenna.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein in the first mode of
operation, the multiband monopole antenna operates between
approximately 700 MHz to 800 MHz, in the second mode of
operation, the multiband monopole antenna operates between
900 MHz and 1000 MHz, and in the third mode of operation,
the multiband monopole antenna operates at greater than
1750 MHz.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein positioned at the feed
point means that the feed-point switch is within a distance of
A 10 of the feed point.

11. The method of claim 7, further including determining,
in a modem, a desired frequency band and controlling the
feed point switch to switch between modes.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the feed point switch
is controlled through user input.

13. A multiband monopole antenna, comprising:

a radiator element having a first end and an opposite distal
end, the radiator element including an elongated portion
coupled to the distal end and a U-shaped bend near the
first end;

a single pole, double throw switch coupled to the first end
of the radiator element; and

a bypass conductor coupled between the single pole,
double throw switch and the elongated portion of the
radiator element so as to create a current path between
the single pole, double throw switch and the radiator
element that bypasses the U-shaped bend;

a parasitic radiator coupled to the first end of the radiator
element; and

a single pole, single throw switch coupled between the
parasitic radiator and a ground plane, wherein the single
pole, single throw switch selectably disconnects the
ground plane from the parasitic radiator;

wherein the single pole, double throw switch either couples
a feed point to the first end of the radiator or couples the
bypass conductor to the feed point.

14. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 13, wherein
the configuration of the single pole, single throw switch and
the single pole, double throw switch allows the multiband
monopole antenna to operate in three different modes of
operation with three different frequency ranges.

15. The multiband monopole antenna of claim 14, wherein
in a first mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna
operates between approximately 700 MHz to 800 MHz, in a
second mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna
operates between 900 MHz and 1000 MHz, and in a third
mode of operation, the multiband monopole antenna operates
at greater than 1750 MHz.
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